
The Raleigh Aquarium Society
Presents

Carolina Aquarium Workshop XXXIII
in

Raleigh, North Carolina
at the

Ramada Inn
on

March 2-4, 2018

The Raleigh Aquarium Society (RAS), now in its 
fourth decade of operation, invites you to attend 
our 33rd annual Carolina Aquarium Workshop, 
one of the oldest home aquarium conventions in 
the country, in Raleigh, North Carolina. We offer 
many events, including a native fish collecting trip, 
a guest speaker "Meet & Greet" with light hors 
d'oeuvres, a full day conference hosting several 
experts in the hobby, a banquet, and two auctions 
including aquatic animals, plants, supplies, and 
equipment. Our workshop is a unique opportunity 
to share information and enjoyment with many 
like-minded amateur and professional individuals 
in the home aquarist hobby. Recent workshops 
have numbered over 250 people from around the 
world. Manufacturer representatives (Algagen, 
Cobalt, and ZooMed) will be present with product 
displays. Mark your calendars now for a very 
memorable experience. We hope you can join us!

Workshop Schedule

Friday, March 2, 2018: (Ramada Inn)

1:00 pm: Native fish and plant collecting field 
trip at two local waterways. Carpools will leave 
from the Ramada Inn. RAS will provide buckets, 
seines, nets, and permits, but bring any personal 
items, such as containers, towels, extra clothes, 
waders, and food/drinks. Participants must be 
registered in the workshop. Send an email to 
raleighfish @ yahoo.com to signup.
7:00 pm: "Meet & Greet" with speakers
8:00pm: "Auchenipteridae - The Wonderful 
Woodcats" by Jeremy Basch.
9:00 pm: Mini-auction.

Saturday, March 3, 2018: (Ramada Inn)

9:00am: Workshop Registration and Setup.
9:30am: "Selective Breeding Techniques" by 
Gregory Sage.
10:30am: Break.
10:45am: "Sunken Gardens:  Guide To Practical 
Aquascaping" by Karen Randall (book signing).
12:00pm: Lunch (at the Ramada Restaurant).
1:30pm: "The Fishes Of The Maya" by Rusty 
Wessel.
2:30pm: Break.
2:45pm: "Collecting Specimens In Colombia" by 
Jeremy Basch.
3:45pm: Break.
4:00pm: "Livebearer Husbandry" by Gregory 
Sage.
5:15pm: Break.
6:00pm: Social Hour (at the Ramada Lounge).
7:00pm: Dinner Banquet (catered by the  
Ramada Inn Restaurant) followed by "Biotopes 
Of The World" by Karen Randall.

Sunday, March 4, 2018: (Ramada Inn)

9:00 am: Auction Registration and Setup.
10:00 am: Auction.

NOTE: Online registration for buyers and sellers is 
required prior to start of the RAS auction. Signup at 
www.mygroupauctions.com. Contact RAS for details.

Ramada Inn Address and Map

The Raleigh Ramada Inn (now also called the 
Ramada Raleigh)  is located at 1520 Blue Ridge 
Road, Raleigh, North Carolina 27607; (919)832-
4100; www.ramadaraleigh.com). A RAS workshop 
room rate of $72 / night (including breakfast) can 
be obtained by mentioning RAS at the hotel desk 
during check-in time.

Other Raleigh Hotel Accommodations

Comfort Suites: 1200 Hurricane Alleyway, Raleigh, NC
(866) 267-9053;

Wyngate: 6115 Corporate Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC
(866) 276-6393;

Hampton Inn: 111 Hampton Woods Lane, Raleigh, NC
(866) 279-5332;

Contact Information

For details, contact Chris Smith (919-698-2828) or 
Michael Maieli (919-624-3053). You may also visit  
RAS online at www.raleighaquariumsociety.org or 
www.facebook.com/caw2018. Send any questions 
to raleighaquariumsociety@yahoo.com.



Workshop Speakers

Jeremy Basch is quickly becoming a world authority on 
spawning oddball catfish, especially wood cats, and 
was the first to spawn the Jaguar catfish Liosomadoras 
oncinus. He lives in Columbus, Ohio, but is originally 
from Cleveland. Jeremy started keeping fish over 20 
years ago when his father took him to a pet shop. In 
high school, he started working at a local fish store  
where he started to acquire fish and tanks and soon  
became hooked. He is on his third fish room that 
contains over 100 aquariums. Jeremy has bred many 
species of fish, with his main focus being on the cichlids 
and catfish from South America and killifish from West 
Africa. He is currently the outgoing Chairman of the 
Columbus Area Fish Enthusiasts and belongs to 
several other associations and societies. He has also 
written for the Buntbarshe Bulletin, CAFE Menu, and 
Amazonas magazines.

Karen Randall grew up with aquariums as a child. 
While experienced in many facets of the hobby, her 
adult focus turned to a concentration on planted display 
aquariums and the study and propagation of aquatic 
plants. Her articles and photographs have been 
published in many publications throughout the world, 
and she wrote a monthly column for "Aquarium Fish" 
magazine for 5 years. Karen was past President of the 
Boston Aquarium Society and remains an international 
speaker. Currently, she is on the Board of the Aquatic 
Gardeners Association (AGA) and serves as the 
technical editor of its magazine. She has judged many 
AGA Aquascaping and Aqua Design Amano aquatic 
plant competitions and has served as a consultant on 
several major projects at various public aquariums. 
Karen has worked with Project Piaba in Brazil and has 
received the Betty Mueller lifetime achievement award 
from the Northeast Council of Aquarium Societies.

Greg Sage began selling guppies from his Ohio home 
as a boy and today he runs www.selectaquatics.com, 
which is a fish room in Erie, Colorado, containing over 
120 tanks specializing in rare livebearers, goodeids, 
and wild swordtails. Select Aquatics has also become 
known for the green Dragon Plecostomus which is an 
ancistrus developed and bred by Greg since 2001. He 
also has a line of Puntius (Pethia) padamya "Odessa" 
which is not readily available in the hobby. As Chairman 
of the American Livebearer Association from 200-2004, 
Greg has published numerous articles in various 
hobbyist magazines on livebearer species, husbandry, 
selective breeding, and automatic water changing 
systems. He also produces a 30 minute YouTube 

program entitled "Select Aquatics Presents" that 
highlights various species in the fish room giving talks 
and answering viewer questions.

Rusty Wessel  maintains over 8000 gallons of 
freshwater aquariums in a state-of-the-art fish house 
constructed specifically for home hobby fish. Over 90 
tanks predominantly contain cichlids and livebearers 
which he successfully raises and breeds. Rusty's 
specialty is with Central and South American fish and 
since 1983 has made over 150 trips to collect in 8 
countries across that land mass (as well as Africa). In 
1991, he discovered a beautiful new cichlid which 
several years later was officially named Theraps 
(choritheros) wesseli by the emeritus professor 
Robert Rush Miller of the University of Michigan. 
Rusty is a prolific author and photographer and his 
works have appeared in countless publications. He is 
on the board of the American Cichlid Association 
(ACA), a speaker for the ACA/ZooMed Speaker 
Program, and a past chair of the ACA Board of 
Trustees, where he received a fellowship award in 
1997. Locally, he remains active in the Louisville 
Tropical Fish Fanciers club.

2018 RAS Officers

Maggie Poole - President
Chris Smith - Vice-President
Michael Maieli - Secretary
Larry Jinks - Treasurer

2018 RAS Committees

Richard Poole - Mini-Auction Chairman
Neil Frank - Programs Chairman
Rob Crawford - Social Media Chairman
Gerald Pottern - Field Trip Coordinator
Harry Greensword - Sergeant-At-Arms
Tom Narten - Webmaster
Jeff Jenkins, Jon Hamm - Utility Chairmen
Chip Hildreth

2018 Workshop Pre-Registration Form
{all prices are $5.00 higher at the door}

Name: __________________________________

Address: ________________________________

City: ____________________________________

State/Zip: _______________________________

Phone: _________________________________

Email: __________________________________

Event Description Attendees Sub-Total

RAS Membership:
(includes an entire 
family for the full year) 
= $20.00

$

Native Fish 
Collecting  Trip:
= free with registration

No Charge

Speaker Meet & 
Greet:
= free with registration

No Charge

Workshop:
Members = $20.00
Non-member = $25.00
(Children  12 free)

$

Banquet:
Members = $15.00
Non-member = $20.00

$

Banquet:
Child (  12) = $10.00 $

Auction:
Members = free
Non-member = $5.00

$

GRAND TOTAL 
==>

$

Please mail this form to the Raleigh Aquarium Society, POB 
31564, Raleigh, NC 27612  or give it  to any club officer. Make 

checks payable to The Raleigh Aquarium Society
 The Society appreciates your support!




