
The Raleigh Aquarium Society
Presents

Carolina Aquarium Workshop XXXII
in

Raleigh, North Carolina,
at the

Ramada Inn
on

March 10-12, 2017

The Raleigh Aquarium Society (RAS), now in its 
fourth decade of operation, invites you to attend 
our 32nd annual Carolina Aquarium Workshop, 
one of the oldest home aquarium conventions in 
the country, in Raleigh, North Carolina. We offer 
many events, including a piedmont native fish 
collecting trip, a guest speaker "Meet & Greet", a 
full day conference hosting several experts in the 
hobby, a banquet, and a small and large auction 
of aquatic animals, plants, books, food, supplies, 
and equipment. Our workshop offers a unique 
opportunity to share information, ideas, and 
enjoyment with many like-minded amateur and 
professional individuals in the home aquarist 
hobby. Recent workshops have numbered over 
250 people from around the world. Aquarium 
shops/vendors will also be in attendance providing 
those hard-to-find items. Mark your calendars now 
for a memorable time. We hope you can join us!

Workshop Schedule

Friday, March 10, 2017: (Ramada Inn)

1:00 pm: Native fish and plant collecting field 
trip at two Piedmont NC waterways. Carpools 
will leave from the Ramada Inn. RAS will provide 
buckets, seines, nets, and permits (a fishing 
license is not required) but bring any personal 
items such as containers, towels, extra clothes, 
waders, and food/drinks. To signup, send an 
email to raleighfish @ yahoo.com.
7:00 pm: "Meet & Greet" with the conference 
speakers, plus light hors d'oeuvres and a mini-
talk "All About Corys" by Larry Jinks.
9:00 pm: Mini-auction.

Saturday, March 11, 2017: (Ramada Inn)

9:00am: Workshop Registration and Setup.
10:00am: "Cyprinids In The Aquarium" by Mike 
Hellweg.
11:00am: "Catfish - The Unscientific Method" by 
Chuck Davis.
12:00pm: Lunch (at the Ramada Restaurant).
1:00pm: "Live Aquascaping - Creating Your 
First Scape" by Brandon McLane.
2:00pm: "Carolina Discus Hatchery" by Eric 
Lacroix.
3:00pm: Break.
3:30pm: "Culturing Live Foods For Fish" by 
Mike Hellweg.
4:30pm: "Great Plants For A First Aquascape" 
by Brandon McLane.
5:30pm: Break.
6:00pm: Social Hour (at the Ramada Lounge).
7:00pm: Dinner Banquet (catered at Ramada 
Restaurant) followed by "Big Cichlids, or You 
Might Be A Real Aquarist If..." by Chuck Davis.

Sunday, March 12, 2017: (Ramada Inn)

9:00 am: Auction Registration and Setup.
10:00 am: Auction.

NOTE: Online registration for buyers and sellers is 
required prior to the RAS auction. Signup for free at 
www.mygroupauctions.com. Contact RAS for details.

Ramada Inn Address and Map

The Raleigh Ramada Inn (919-832-4100; 
www.ramadainn.com/raleigh) is located at 1520 
Blue Ridge Road in Raleigh, NC, 27607 (the 
workshop room rate of $72/night can be obtained 
by using code “GC1603aquari” at the Ramada Inn 
which includes a hot breakfast buffet.)

Other Raleigh Hotel Accommodations

Comfort Suites: 1200 Hurricane Alleyway, Raleigh, NC
(866) 267-9053;

Wyngate: 6115 Corporate Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC
(866) 276-6393;

Hampton Inn: 111 Hampton Woods Lane, Raleigh, NC
(866) 279-5332;

Contact Information

For details, contact Chris Smith (919-698-2828), 
Michael Maieli (919-624-3053), or visit the RAS 
website at www.raleighaquariumsociety.org. Send 
questions to raleighaquariumsociety@yahoo.com.



Workshop Speakers

Chuck Davis has been keeping tropical fish for 61 
years. Knowing there is never a time when you know it 
all, he lectures on the lighter side in the hope that some 
information is absorbed by the audience. Active in the 
organized hobby since 1971, he has been the Editor of 
the North Jersey AS Reporter and has sat on the 
boards of the North Jersey and Gold Coast Aquarium 
Societies, the Catfish and Cichlid Associations, and the 
FAAS. He led the first hobbyist group collecting trip to 
the Peruvian Amazon, has written 11 years for the 
Aquarium Fish Magazine, and holds awards with the 
NEC Betty Mueller and New York AFISH. He has 
served in tropical fish shows as chairman and judge, 
and has personally won over 500 show awards. Chuck 
has owned two pet shops and a wholesale fish 
operation. He is currently semi-retired in Florida and 
maintains his love of catfish and cichlids by owning 27 
aquariums in a one bedroom condo.

Mike Hellweg has been fascinated by fishes all his life 
and has had various fishes as pets since he could 
barely reach the top of a goldfish bowl. He has been 
successfully breeding and trading fish with local shops 
since his youth and over the past 4 decades has 
specialized mainly in miniature fishes, totaling over 400 
species from 32 families. He is the top-ranked breeder 
in the Missouri Aquarium Society Incorporated (MASI) 
and also their top-ranked horticulturist with over 300 
submissions from 50 families of plants (a dozen by 
seed). He credits his success to regular water changes, 
keeping live plants in every tank, and feeding an 
assortment of live foods daily for his breeding stock. For 
over 30 years, Mike has given hundreds of talks to 
classes, clubs, and conventions across North America 
and has documented his work in over 250 published 
articles in trade publications and two books.

Eric Lacroix has kept discus for over 30 years and is 
currently the co-owner of his family-owned discus 
hatchery named Carolina Discus located in Wingate, 
North Carolina. He is prominent in the global discus 
community and frequently contributes to local and 
national tropical fish clubs and educational seminars 
across the United States. Carolina Discus specializes in 
line breeding of the finest Asian strains available today 
with long term goals of offering tank-raised F1 wild 
strains for their US customers as the Amazon continues 
to disappear. Eric is also well known for eliminating the 
confusion on keeping discus for beginners, making 
discus keeping more enjoyable, and is a sponsor in 
good standing on "Simply Discus".

Brandon McLane is the Vice President of Florida 
Aquatic Nurseries (FAN), Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, one 
of the largest producers of aquatic plants in the United 
States. He has been with FAN since 2006 and works 
in all aspects of the company from hybridizing new 
plant varieties to developing business plans. He 
attended the University of Florida where he received a 
BS with a specialization in Landscape and Nursery 
Management.  Hybridizing of waterlilies has always 
been his passion and working with great mentors like 
his father Brad and Uncle Bruce, Brandon has had 
excellent training. Many award-winning waterlily 
hybrids have been developed through the years by 
FAN such as Moon Dance and Key Lime. The past 
few years have been very successful for FAN with 
Brandon doing most of the hybridizing and screening 
of new plants resulting in 2008 Best Overall Lily in 
Nymphaea ‘Ultra Violet’, 2009 Best Overall Lily in 
Nymphaea ‘Tanzanite’, 2010 Best New Tropical in 
Nymphaea 'Bimini Twist', 2011 Best New Tropical in 
Nymphaea 'Scarlet Flame', 2012 Best New Waterlily 
in Nymphaea ‘Tropic Punch’, and 2013 Best New 
Waterlily in ‘Plum Crazy’ as awarded by the 
International Waterlily and Water Gardening Society. 
He has written articles on aquatic plants and provided 
information/photographs for many others. He is a 
member of the Florida Tropical Fish Farms 
Association and Florida Nursery and Growers and 
Landscapers Association, and is on the board of 
directors for the Florida Aquaculture Association and 
the International Waterlily and Water Garden Society. 

2017 RAS Officers

Maggie Poole - President
Chris Smith - Vice-President
Michael Maieli - Secretary
Larry Jinks - Treasurer

2017 RAS Committees

Richard Poole - Monthly Auction Chair
Neil Frank - Programs Chairman
Rob Crawford - Social Media Chairman
Gerald Pottern - Field Trip Coordinator
Matt DeGroodt - Webmaster
Jeff Jenkins, Jon Hamm - Utility Chairmen
Chip Hildreth, Harry Greensword

2017 Workshop Pre-Registration Form
{all prices are $5.00 higher at the door}

Name: __________________________________

Address: ________________________________

City: ____________________________________

State/Zip: _______________________________

Phone: _________________________________

Email: __________________________________

Event Description Attendees Sub-Total

RAS Membership:
(includes an entire 
family for the full year) 
= $20.00

$

Native Fish 
Collecting  Trip:
= free with registration

No Charge

Speaker Meet & 
Greet:
= free with registration

No Charge

Workshop:
Member = $20.00
Non-member = $25.00
(Children  12 free)

$

Banquet:
Member = $15.00
Non-member = $20.00

$

Banquet:
Child (  12) = $10.00 $

Auction:
Member = free
Non-member = $5.00

$

GRAND TOTAL 
==>

leave blank $

Please cut and mail this form to the Raleigh Aquarium Society, 
POB 31564, Raleigh, NC 27612-1564, or give to any club officer. 
Make checks payable to Raleigh Aquarium Society or RAS. The 

Society appreciates your support!
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