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Next Meeti ng

Meetings are held on the first Thursday of each nonth at the N.C. State
Veterinary Medical College |ocated at 4700 Hill sborough Street in Raleigh.
Visitors are wel cone! Snacks and light refreshments are provided. There
will bt inffflhe or club nmenbeors at thebeginntiny of thenm\Veetin so please

Meeti n Aadendad


http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?country=US&addtohistory=&address=4700+Hillsborough+St&city=Raleigh&state=NC&zipcode=&homesubmit=Get+Map
mailto:brandonberry@cox.net

Monthly Featured Article

Freshwater Rotifer and Protozoa Culture
by Gerald Pottern

Freshwater rotifers (Philodina and others) and large protozoa (Paramecium and others) are excellent first foods
for newborn fish, especially for those that can’t eat newly hatched brine shrimp or prepared foods. Rotifers and
protozoa eat bacteria, which in turn feed on decaying food. You’ll need a quart to gallon size jar for growing
the rotifer/protozoa culture, and a separate jar for growing feed bacteria. (Several culture jars is better, since
their productivity cycles up and down). Fill the culture jars with tap water, drop 8 to 10 dry green split peas
and/or a bit of fish food in each one, and place in a dimly lit area. Don’t fill the jars beyond their shoulders,
since you want maximum surface area. Leave tops open, and in about 4 days they will turn cloudy with a
bacterial bloom. The decaying peas will eliminate chlorine, but if you’re in a hurry, they’ll bloom faster using
dechlorinated water. Then add the rotifer/protozoa starter culture to the culture jar, and you’ll have a
harvestable population beginning in about 7 to 10 days. It’Il be mostly paramecium and other protozoa at first,
then rotifers peak later, at 2 -3 weeks. Both Philodina and Paramecium are barely visible by eye, and easily
visible with a 10x magnifying lens. Some will be swimming around throughout the jar, especially when food is
abundant, but denser concentrations are found clustered on the glass sides, usually near the bottom, and on
clumps of debris. You can move the jar temporarily into brighter light to find the densest concentrations when
harvesting them. Use a dedicated baster or pipette marked Rotifers Only, so you don’t contaminate the culture
with cyclops, daphnia, flatworms, bristleworms, or other unwanted critters that may out compete the rotifers.
This harvesting method allows you to locate and collect high concentrations of food animals without having to
dump large amounts of cloudy culture water and moldy peas into your fish tanks. Light from behind the jar is
most useful for harvesting.

Set up the bacterial feed jar the same way as the culture jar, about a week later. As the rotifers/protozoa
consume the bacteria and the culture water gets clear, add more cloudy water from the feed jar, and refill the
feed jar with more water and food (peas and/or baby cereal). Keep the culture jar slightly cloudy for optimal
rotifer growth. If you overfeed they’ll die, either from oxygen depletion or excess ammonia. (Another good
reason to have multiple jars). It’s okay if the feed jar gets cloudier than the culture jar, but if it smells really bad
then you’ve overfed and need to dilute it with fresh water. I’ve also tried using green water as rotifer food, but
this resulted in lots of tiny fast-swimming protozoa that the fish did not eat, and very few of the desired larger
bugs, so | don’t recommend it. If mosquitoes or midges are a problem you can cover the jars with screen or
netting. Excess rotifer/protozoa cultures can be used as food for Daphnia or other larger live foods. If you
don’t currently need rotifers as food but want to keep a small supply handy, just cut back on feeding and you
can maintain a low-level population for months or years.



TRADING POST

To advertise please send the information to:
ral ei ghaquari unsoci ety@ ot nai |l . com

Gerald Pottern has for sale or trade:

Badis ruber (Burmese red badis), Apisto. viejita - adult male, Apisto. trifasciata - 3/4 inch fry

Alabama rainbow shiners (Notropis chrosomus) - 1 inch fry, Emerald bettas (B. smaragdina) - 1/2 to 3/4 inch
fry

Wanted: broken coconut shells (for caves), Odessa Barb - one or two males

(919)556-8845, GPottern@RJGAcarolina.com

Jeff Jenkins has for sale:

10 gallon aquarium 20 gallon long reptile tank, dried coral rock
(919) 460-1700 (h), (919) 612-0229 (c), jeff0Onc@aol.com

Liston Cyrus has for sale:

Frontosa (F1 Mpimbwe), 3/4 to 1 inch, Price: $10 (Armke sells for $19.00)
(919) 751-3626 (H), (919) 404-6238 (W), lac78671@gsk.com

Brandon Berry has for sale or trade:

- hornwort, duckweed, java moss, val., etc.
- Soon to have: water hyacinth, pickerel weed, anacharis, and other pond plants
- F1 generation of wild caught gambusia with the melanistic (marbled or black colation) trait

(252) 266-3559, brandonberry@cox.net

Ken and Wanda Fowlston have opened a new store: Infinity Pets

Some of the hard-to-find and unusual fish they have are:

Crowntail bettas, true Siamese algae eaters, 3 species of pencilfish, the notorious Glofish, pentazona barbs, and
botia angelicus. They also have some really nice anubias and java fern that came in as a trade-in.

Contact Ken and he may be able to bring items to the show this weekend.

Infinity Pets, 100 West Main St., Suite C, Youngville, NC, (919) 570-3039, infinitypets@earthlink.net
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Cl ub Sponsors

(The fol | owi ng busi nesses gi ve RAS nenbers a di scount on
pur chases)

Creative Pet 1350 E Broad St, Fuquay Varina (10%)
Critter Country, Inc. 14 Technology Drive, Garner (10%)
Fish Pros 5221 Hillsborough Street, Raleigh  (10%)
Pet Mania All Area Locations (10%)
Pet Paradise 9101-141 Leesville Road, Raleigh  (10%)

Triangle Tropical Fish 3600 N. Duke St., Suite 36, Durham (10%)
(Excludes Aquariums and hoods)

You may be asked to show your RAS nenbership

card.

Pl ease contact Brandon Berry at brandonberry@ox.net if you are
an active nenber of the Ral eigh Aguarium Soci ety and do not have
an up to date nenbership card. Menbership cards can be picked
up at any neeting.



mailto:kfowlston@mindspring.com

Ral el gh Aquari um Soci ety
Appl i cation for
Menber shi p

Membership privileges include:

12 monthly newsletters
A discount card good at participating local pet stores
All club discounts on club functions

| ndi vi dual Full Year $15.00
Fam |y Full Year $17.00

Name(s):

Date: / /

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone: ( )

Email Address:

New Membership

Renewal Membership
Mai | to:
Ral ei gh Aquari um Soci ety

PO Box 31564
Ral ei gh, NC 27612- 1564



